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a certain precedent for larger, and more extensive, and more
operative proposals." The bill was given a second reading,
but proceeded no further.                                                    f
In 1953 Lord Simon introduced a Life Peerages Bill the
object of which was to authorize the creation, on the recom-
mendation of the Prime Minister, of not more than ten Life
Peers in any one year. Lord Simon's bill encountered the
difficulty which had arisen in previous attempts to permit the
creation of Life Peers: the difficulty of separating the ques-
tion of the composition of the House of Lords from the ques-
tion of the House's functions and powers. Earl Jowitt, for
the Labor Party, made it clear, when moving an amendment
to the motion for the second reading of Lord Simon's bill,
that he believed it inopportune to alter the constitution of
the House of Lords in one particular without consideration
of wider changes. The House eventually agreed to a Gov-
ernment motion providing for the adjournment of the debate
on Lord Simon's bill, pending discussions on the reform of
the House of Lords which the Government had proposed
should take place.21
It was suggested in 1948 that women should be eligible
for membership of a reformed Second Chamber, but the
House of Lords itself has resolutely opposed the admission of
women, and peeresses in their own right (that is to say,
women who inherit peerages in the absence of a male heir)
are precluded from sitting and voting in the Lords. An Act
of Parliament in 1919 removed the disqualification of women
for the exercise of any public function, and it was suggested
that as a consequence peeresses in their own right would be
entitled to sit and vote in the Lords. Viscountess Rhondda
therefore petitioned for this right in 1922. The House of
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